
Hartwick College Alumni Association 

Board of Directors Meeting 

Sunday, September 30, 2012 

Golisano 103 

Administration Present: Dr. Margaret L. Drugovich, Jim Broschart, Eric Shoen ’99, Alicia Fish 

’91. 

Guests: Carrie Guarria (recorder), Lara Sanford, Dr. Jason Curley 

Alumni Present: Neal Miller, Thomas Meredith, Michelle Brown, Jeff Gardner, Scott Holdren, 

Steven Paille, Elizabeth Paille, James Groccia, Cody Fiduccia, Erin Zuck, Barbara Vartanian, 

Steven Suleski, John Leyden Jr., Sharon Dettenrieder, Katherine Hurrle, Donald Keinz, 

Bethany Lillie, Lauren Morris, Jon Valder, PJ Prunty, Laura Mack, Alix Shaw, Sarah Otto 

Elizabeth Paille introduced a new young alumnus who had joined the meeting. 

Neal Miller introduced new young alum Board of Directors Cody Fiduccia ’12 and Lauren 

Morris ’12. 

Dr. Margaret L. Drugovich:  

The President spoke of Homecoming & Reunion Weekend, in particular the Edith Lacey 

Dedication. She stated the importance of Edith Lacey and the Nursing program to Hartwick 

College. Enrollment for the college this year was 1503 students. Retention continues to be a 

challenge. This year we overspent in financial aid in the amount of approximately 

$588,000.00. We brought in 5 new nursing faculty members to the Nursing program this fall. 

We ended the fiscal year in the black once more.  A bank has bought our debt and due to the 

lower interest rate we will save $7 million in debt service. She spoke of having online learning 

and has left the solution to members of the faculty. The campaign has thus far raised 

$15,840,000.00. May 10, 2013 is the Student Scholar Showcase and the official kickoff of the 

campaign and the groundbreaking of the William V. Campbell Fitness Center on the back of 

Dewar Hall. Also, the Stack Lounge project will be completed. She spoke of a survey that was 

done involving alumni. Our alumni overall are satisfied with Hartwick College and their 

experiences here. 

Dr. Jason Curley introduced the student musicians providing entertainment as part of the 

Brass Quartet.   

 

 



Lara Sanford: 

She discussed her new role as point person for career services for alumni. She will work with 

alumni advising them in finding positions in the job market. She has worked with MetroLink 

and with alumni for many years. She is also advising the pre-professional programs at 

Hartwick College.  

Neal Miller: Motion to approve the minutes of May 12, 2012. Approved and seconded. 

HART Committee:  

Kate Hurrle spoke of the goals of the committee. One goal is to continue the Legacy 

Scholarship and also to create a HART Facebook page. They are waiting to hear from David 

Conway as to how their committee can best be utilized. 

NURSING Committee: 

Sharon Dettenrieder spoke of the accreditation visit by CCNE on October 8, 9, and 10, 2012. 

The committee is hoping for an accreditation for ten years.  The committee would also like to 

help with retention by gathering local alumni who would host visits from first-year students 

who are in the Nursing program.  The committee discussed guidelines for a new scholarship.   

HOMECOMING & REUNION Committee: 

Jon Valder spoke of various events that took place during Homecoming & Reunion Weekend. 

Golf was well-attended but Dinner Around the World was a bit of a disappointment. The 

weekend was well-attended in general and alumni seemed to enjoy themselves. 

NETWORKING & COMMUNICATIONS Committee: 

Don Keinz reported on the GOLD (graduate of the last decade) challenge in development with 

our Empire 8 conference teams.  Paul Bliss from Annual Giving indicated that donations from 

GOLD alumni over the last ten years is historically low but average if compared with the rest 

of the athletic conference we are part of. Approximately 1% of young alumni give back to 

Hartwick. We have nowhere to go but up. The fall giving campaign is starting. There are 57 

variations of messaging that are available. We are employing a more scientific approach to 

our solicitations.  There is an electronic newsletter that will be going out a few times a year. 

The MetroLink program will be Boston, New York City, with additional programs in 

Binghamton, Albany, Oneonta, and Washington DC.  

GIVING Committee: 

Beth Lillie said the committee is asking for everyone in the Alumni Board to give a call to their 

classmates or someone in their region asking for gifts for Hartwick during the first week in 

December and the last week of May. They will provide a script. The alumni asked should be 

those who have never given to Hartwick. The goal is to have 100% participation by the 

Alumni Board by October 27th. Eric spoke at length about the importance of giving to 



Hartwick and how important Hartwick College has been to him.  

Beth also mentioned the Gold Giving Challenge for young alumni. The web address is 

goldgivingchalleng.org and gifts should be made by November 1st. Beth also said the hotel, 

travel expenses and meals for the Alumni Board for when they come to campus may be a tax 

write-off. 

Thom Meredith urged Alumni Board members to come to the Scholar Showcase and the 

matriculation ceremony for incoming students. He urged them to attend Hartwick College 

events other than Homecoming & Reunion. He also asked for recognition for Scott Holdren 

for his work in bringing students from his high school to Hartwick College. Eric Shoen also 

urged members to give at the John Christopher Hartwick level. 

NOMINATION & RECOGNITION Committee: 

Scott Holdren spoke of how the committee will meet their goals. All class correspondents will 

receive personal emails twice a year, and emails will also be sent out to the chairs of the 

alumni network committees. He also wants to work closely with the Research Department to 

research the backgrounds of potential nominees of alumni awards. He brought up the buddy 

system that is mentioned in the Handbook. A young alum Board of Directors member should 

have a mentor. He also called attention to a change to a section of the Hartwick College 

Board of Directors bylaws (Numbers of Directors to be elected Annually). It will now read 

“Young Alumni Directors shall be selected annually from the current years’ graduating class. 

Such Young Alumni Directors shall serve a 2-year term.” 

There will also be a meeting to address a conflict in the bylaws between Alumni Board and 

the Board of Trustees. 

Motion to approve. Approved and seconded. 

New Business: 

Beth Lillie reiterated that the Alumni Board should call five classmates or those in their 

region. Eric Shoen also called for recognition of all the hard work Alicia Fish has been doing. 

He also spoke about the campaign and its various parts and College Advancement’s role in 

the College and in giving. 

Steven Paille was the winner of the raffle. 

Next meeting is February 16, 2013. 

Meeting adjourned. 


